
Petition For Removal of the Chair 

The undersigned members of the Portland Democratic City Committee here petition for the 
removal of Emily Figdor as Chair, on the following grounds:  

 

1. The Chair decided to “step down” from the position for 3 months from August through the 
November election, in order to lead another organization dedicated to a single issue campaign, 
with no consultation or discussion with the general membership. She further disrespected the 
membership by not announcing this decision to them, leaving it to the Vice Chair, now Interim 
Chair, to do so. The 3 month period for which the Chair chose to absent herself on hiatus and 
abdicate all responsibility is arguably the most important time of the year for any party 
committee, whether it be local, state or national. We need a Chair who is dedicated to the 
interests of the party in the lead up to elections. The unannounced absence of the elected Chair 
makes it difficult to maintain the continuity, integrity and credibility of the party, and this lack 
of commitment quite simply demonstrates an unacceptable level of indifference to our 
interests as an organization and our responsibility to the voters.  

 

2. The Chair refused to abide by the ethical norm and tradition of remaining neutral in races in 
which more than one Democrat was running, actually endorsing one Democrat candidate over 
others, arguably an abuse of the considerable power of the position of Party Chair. To do so is 
in fact in barred by rules at the state and national party levels. At the very least, the 
membership should be allowed to decide on a policy as to whether this is acceptable behavior 
by their officers, but the Chair used the power of her position to block the question coming to a 
membership vote.   

 

3. In a serious violation of the bylaws last year, the Chair used the name and infrastructure of 
the Portland Democrats to secretly fundraise for a pet political project without the knowledge 
or approval of the membership. This action was the beginning of the pattern of bypassing 
democratic governance and elevating her personal political agenda over the interests of the 
membership and the party as a whole that is demonstrated in this petition.  

 

October 12, 2017 
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